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As of 23 January 2015
international conference

Entrepreneurship in Regions to Strengthen the European Union Competitiveness

Aimed at promotion of regional social dialogue for business development and competitiveness in regions of the European Union Member States and in the European Union as a whole. 
Discussions on how to achieve EU 2020 goal of 75% employment target 

Wednesday - Thursday, 11-12 February 2015 

Venue: Riga, with visits to Jelgava and Cēsis (Latvia)

Working language: Latvian with simultaneous translation to English
PROGRAMME 
WEDNESDAY, 11 FEBRUARY 2015

Arrivals at Riga Airport and check-in the hotels in Riga (Latvia) 

14:00
Pick-up at the hotel Radisson Blu Hotel Latvija, 


Adrese: Elizabetes street, Riga (56.9548, 24.1176)
14:00 – 15:00
Transfer to Jelgava (Latvia) for a case study visit

15:00 – 17:30
VISIT TO JELGAVA COMPANIES 
Ltd “Fortum Jelgava”

JSC "Baltijas gumijas fabrika" 

Ltd “Latvijas Piens” 

JSC “Pet Baltija”

17:30 – 17:50 
RAF VINTAGE – Historical exposition of minibuses manufactured in Jelgava

Guided tour (ENG, LV)
18:00 – 20:30
RECEPTION in honour of the international conference

Moderator: Gundars Caune, NP Properties Business Development and Sales Director

Venue: Ltd “NP Properties “, Jelgava 

Address: Aviācijas iela 18, Jelgava
With participation of:

Mr Andris Rāviņš, Chairman of Jelgava City Council 

Mr Vitālijs Gavrilovs, President, Employers’ Confederation of Latvia (LDDK), Co-Chair of National Tripartite Cooperation Council of Latvia
Ms Dana Reizniece-Ozola, Minister of Economics, Republic of Latvia, Member of National Tripartite Cooperation Council of Latvia
Mr Kaspars Gerhards, Minister for Environmental Protection and Regional Development, Republic of Latvia, Member of National Tripartite Cooperation Council of Latvia
Mr Henri Malosse, President, European Economic and Social Committee (TBC)

Mr Māris Kučinskis, Deputy of the Parliament of Latvia, Chairman of Sustainable Development Commision
Mr Andris Ozols, Director, Latvian Investment and Development Agency


“The Role of Jelgava Tripartite Cooperation Council for Competitiveness and Employment”
Mr Andris Rāviņš, Chairman of Jelgava City Council
Mr Imants Kanaška, Employers’ representative in the Jelgava City Tripartite Co-operation Council, Member of the Council of the Employers’ Confederation of Latvia (LDDK)
Ms Elita Moiseja, Chairman of the Board, Ltd “NP Properties”
19:30 – 20:00     
folk AUTHENTIC pERFORMANCE “nAMEJS” 

Folk dance group “Lielupe”
20.00 – 20.30
Discussions
20:30 – 21:00 
Jelgava at night – site visit to the 17th International Ice Sculpture Festival 

In case of inappropriate weather conditions sightseeing by bus will be arranged
21:00
Departure from Jelgava to Riga and transfer to hotels
THURSDAY, 12 FEBRUARY 2015

07:30 – 07:45
Pick-up at the hotel Radisson Blu Hotel Latvija, 

Address: Elizabetes street, Rīga (56.9548, 24.1176)
07:45 – 09:00 
Transfer from the hotel to Cēsis (Latvia)
09:00 – 09:30 
registration for the conference and morning cofFee

Venue: Vidzemes koncertzāle “Cēsis”, Lielā zāle (Big Hall)
Address: Raunas street 12-1, Cēsis (57.3132,25.2763)
09:30 – 10:40
EU presidency welcome and Opening of the Conference

Moderator: Mr Jānis Rozenbergs, Chairman of Cēsis Municipality
Mr Vitālijs Gavrilovs, President, Employers’ Confederation of Latvia (LDDK), Co-Chair of National Tripartite Cooperation Council of Latvia 

Ms Dana Reizniece-Ozola, Minister of Economy, Republic of Latvia, Member of National Tripartite Cooperation Council of Latvia
Mr Kaspars Gerhards, Minister for Environmental Protection and Regional Development, Republic of Latvia 
Mr Henri Malosse, President, European Economic and Social Committee
Representative of European Commission (TBC)
Ms Elżbieta Bieńkowska, European Commissioner for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs (TBC) 
Ms Thérèse de Liedekerke, Deputy Director General, BUSINESSEUROPE 

Mr Jacek Krawcyk, President of the Employers' Group at European Economic and Social Committee (EESC)
10:40 – 12:00 
Key note speakers and discussions

10:40 – 10:50
Competitiveness of Regions in the EU: Business Perspective

Ms Līga Menģelsone, Director General LDDK Employers’ Confederation of Latvia (LDDK), Member of National Tripartite Cooperation Council of Latvia
10:50 – 11:05
         Entrepreneurship in Regions of Europe 
Mr Daniel Cloquet, Director, Entrepreneurship and SMEs Department, BUSSINESSEUROPE
11:05 – 11:20
Active restructuring in the regions of Europe: job creation, entrepreneurship and development of regional industrial policy capacity 
Mr Donald Storrie, Head of Unit for Employment and Change, European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working Conditions (Eurofound)
11:20 – 11:35
Entrepreneurship and Local Development from the Regional Perspective

Mr Jonathan Potter, Representative of Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Local Economic and Employment Development (LEED) Programme
11:35 – 11:45 
Role of Local Municipalities and Cities in Support to Entrepreneurship in Regions within the Framework of Social Dialogue

Mr Andris Jaunsleinis, Chairman, Latvian Association of Local Municipalities, Member of European Union Committee of Regions 

11:45 – 12:15
Coffee
12:15 – 14:00 
DISCUSSION SESSION: Mobility of labour force and employement in DEPOPULATED regions of the EU member states

Venue: Vidzemes koncertzāle “Cēsis”, Lielā zāle (Big Hall)
Address: Raunas street 12-1, Cēsis (57.3132,25.2763) 
Panel discussion on entrepreneurship and employment opportunities in regions: impact of free movement of labour force on socio-economic development and competitiveness of the European Union Member States and their regions.

Moderator: Ms Aiva Vīksna, CEO of Ltd “Lietišķās informācijas dienests”, Vice-President of the Employers’ Confederation of Latvia (LDDK), Member of National Tripartite Cooperation Council of Latvia
rapporteur: Ms Evita Zālīte, Head of Member Relations, Employers’ Confederation of Latvia (LDDK)

12:15 – 12:25 
Welcome speech by Mr Juris Žagars, Head of Vidzeme Concert hall in Cēsis

12:25 – 12:35
Education and Training in Support to Entrepreneurship, Creativity and Mobility 

Ms Vladimíra Drbalová, Member of the European Economic and Social Committee, Confederation of Industry of the Czech Republic

12:35 – 13:15

Experience of sending and receiving countries in mobility of labor force


Poland: Tools for the Development of Entrepreneurship in Regions

Mr Rafał Solecki, Director of Małopolskie Centre of Entrepreneurship (MCE)

Netherlands: Role of Education in Entrepreneurship and Employability 

Mr Rob van Wezel, Member of the European Union Sector Skills Council for Commerce
Malta: (TBC)
Mr Stefano Mallia, Vice-president of the Malta Chamber of Commerce, Enterprise and Industry; Board Member of EuroChambres; Director of Economic and Management Consultancy Services Ltd; Visiting Lecturer in Regional Policy at the University of Malta 


Romania: (TBC)
Mr Aurel Laurenţiu Plosceanu, President of the Romanian Construction Entrepreneurs' Association (ARACO) 

13:15 – 13:25
Latvia: Role of Companies in Training Current and Future Employees 

Mr Juris Sīlis, Chairman of the board, Ltd „Jelgavas tipogrāfija”
13:25 – 13:35
Prospects of Public and Private Infrastructure Development in depopulated regions 
Mr Kaspars Gerhards, Minister for Environmental Protection and Regional Development or Ministry of Economy, Republic of Latvia, Member of National Tripartite Cooperation Council of Latvia
13:35 – 14:00 
Discussion and agreement on business recommendations to political decision makers (waiting for proposals and recommendations)

14:00 – 15:00
LUNCH

Venue: Vidzemes koncertzāle “Cēsis”, Foajē and Kamīnzāle 
Address: Raunas street 12-1, Cēsis (57.3132,25.2763)
15:00 – 16:30 
parallel dISCUSSION session 1: social dialogue in regions in support to entrepreneurship
Venue: Vidzemes koncertzāle “Cēsis”, Kino zāle (Cinema hall)
Address: Raunas iela 12-1, Cēsis (57.3132,25.2763)
Panel discussion on best social dialogue and social partner practices in regions of various European Union Member States for development of manufacturing and services, the business environment and infrastructure, investments in innovations and sustainability of the regions. 

Moderator: Dr Daria Golebiowska-Tataj, Researcher, Warsaw Institute of Technology 
rapporteur: ms Evita Zālīte, Head of Member Relations, Employers’ Confederation of Latvia (LDDK) 

15:00 – 15:15
Germany: Role of municipalities in promotion of cooperation with employers in the framework of social dialogue 

Mr Hans Manzke, Representative of Association of Metal and Electrical Industry NORDMETALL

15:15 – 15:30 
Latvia: The role of Local Universities in development of regions
Dr.hist. Gatis Krūmiņš, Rector, Vidzemes augstskola, University of Applied Sciences
15:30 – 15:45 
Spain: Best Practice of Regional Social Dialogue for Promotion of Entrepreneurship
Mr José Manuel Olivar, Deputy Secretary, Confederation of Employers of Navarra (CEN)

15:45 – 16:00
Denmark: Examples on how to measure the local business climate in municipalities 

Ms Jette Nohr, Senior Advisor, Confederation of Danish Industry (DI) 
16:00 – 16:15 
Poland: regional disparities within the country and examples of innovative development of the country 
Dr Daria Golebiowska-Tataj, Researcher, Warsaw Institute of Technology
16:15 – 16:30
Discussion and agreement on business recommendations to political decision makers (waiting for proposals and recommendations)
16:30 – 16:45
Coffee 

15:00 – 16:30 
parallel dISCUSSION session 2: financial and non-financial tools for regional development and local entrepreneurship 

Venue: Vidzemes koncertzāle “Cēsis”, Izstāžu zāle (Exhibition hall)
Address: Raunas street 12-1, Cēsis (57.3132,25.2763)
Panel discussion on best practice of implemented programmes financed by various financial and non-financial tools for promotion of regional development, manufacturing and services, improving business environment and infrastructure, innovations and sustainability with participation of public administration, employers’ organisations and employees’ organisations.

Moderator: Dr.oec. Juris Binde, Ltd LMT president, Vice-President of Employers’ Confederation of Latvia (LDDK), Member of National Tripartite Cooperation Council of Latvia
rapporteur: ms Ilona Kiukucāne, Adviser on Sectoral Economic Issues, Permanent Delegate to BUSINESSEUROPE, Employers’ Confederation of Latvia (LDDK) 

15:00 – 15:10
Bank and Non-banking Financing for SMEs in Europe: Limits and Opportunities
Mr Normunds Popēns, Representative of Directorate-General for Regional and Urban Policy (TBC)

15:10 – 15:20
SME's Access to Finance: Main Problems and some Solutions
Mr Rainer Plentl, CEO, FINPOINT Limited

15:20 – 15:30
Latvia: Experience in Attracting of Investments 

Mr Andris Ozols, Director, Latvian Investment and Development Agency (LIAA)
15:30 – 15:40
Austria: Role of Local Municipalities in Attracting of Investments for Development of Local Community and Entrepreneurship 

Mr Erwin Mohr, Member of the Local Council of Wolfurt (Mitglied des Gemeinderats von Wolfurt) of Austria, Member of the EU Committee of the Regions
15:40 – 15:50      
Netherlands: (TBC)
Mr Ullrich Schröder, Former Permanent Representative, MKB-Nederland Brussels (Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises), Member of the EESC 

15:50 – 16:00
Latvia: Mobile Technologies as a Substantial and Effective Factor for Regional Development
Dr.oec. Juris Binde, Ltd LMT president, Vice-President of Employers’ Confederation of Latvia (LDDK), Member of National Tripartite Cooperation Council of Latvia
16:00 – 16:30
Discussion and agreement on business recommendations to political decision makers (waiting for proposals and recommendations)
16:30 – 16:45 
Coffee  

16:45 – 17:30
REPORT FROM SESSIONS AND CONCLUSIONS
Moderator: Mr Jānis Rozenbergs, Chairman of Cēsis Municipality
16:45 – 17:00
Presentation of recommendations for the EU Competitiveness Council (TBC, 26.-27.03.2015) and Riga Declaration (Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional Development, Republic of Latvia)

17:00 – 17:15
Perspective of the EU Presidency on Different Notions of Regions and Cities and the Role in Support of Entrepreneurship 
Mr Kaspars Gerhards, Minister for Environmental Protection and Regional Development, Republic of Latvia; Member of National Tripartite Cooperation Council of Latvia
Mr Vitālijs Gavrilovs, President, Employers’ Confederation of Latvia (LDDK), Co-Chair of National Tripartite Cooperation Council of Latvia 

17:15 – 17:30 
Closure of the Conference and departure for case studies

17:30 – 19:00
CASE STUDY VISIT – support for entrepreneurship during the local territorial planning process 

19:00 – 21:00
RECEPTION hosted by Chairman of Cēsis Municipality Mr Janis Rozenbergs 
Venue: Cēsu Jaunā pils (Cēsis New castle). 
Address: Pils laukums 9, Cēsis (57.3130, 25.2714)
Mr Jānis Rozenbergs, Chairman of Cēsis Municipality, on Cēsis city experience in attracting financial and non-financial investments for local development

Introduction to the history, traditions of JSC “Cēsu alus” (Cēsis Brewery) and Cēsis. 
21:00 – 22:30
Pick-up and transfer to Riga
Arrival in Riga around 22:30
FRIDAY, 13 FEBRUARY 2015

Check-out from the hotels and departures to the Riga Airport 
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EIROPAS SAVIENIBA Sabiedribas integracijas LATVLJAS DARBA DEVEJU KONFEDERACLIA
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IEGULDIJUMS TAVA NAKOTNE!
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